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ORCHID SERIES Ch’ng Kiah Kiean

This small Orchid Series exhibition is part of a much larger and ongoing body of work derived
from my longstanding interest in flowers and plants, in botanics and nature.

Comprising over a tenth of all the world’s flowering plants, the orchid family (Orchidaceae) is one
of the world’s largest plant families. Orchids are identifiable by their bilaterally symmetrical
flowers, with the lip being their most prominent characteristic. Almost every region is home to a
unique collection of orchids, adapted to the specific environments they grow in. Orchid diversity
is especially high in the tropics and Peninsular Malaysia is no exception, with about a thousand
species. In a 2017 tally, at least 144 species were recorded on Penang Hill, while the Penang
Botanic Gardens hosts an annual orchid exhibition.

This year, I bought a few simple and easy-to-grow orchids and hung them on the balcony of my
home for sketching. This series is my initial artistic response to these exquisite flowers. Although
there are only seven works on display, they all resonate deeply within me.

For this series, I chose a deep antique tone for the paper since this helps highlight the colours of
the orchids, and especially the white flower. I lightly dampened the paper, then scraped the water-
soluble graphite with an oil painting knife, and used a freechand technique to deal with the
background texture first. I then decided what kind of orchids to lay out. The final result is a
mixture of background abstraction — the empty or negative space — and botanical realism.
Overall, the calligraphic lines and empty space comprise one of my signature styles, drawing on
the spirit of Chinese ink painting.

This small exhibition coincides with the 2023 Lunar New Year. The orchids represent a greeting
to everyone — ‘like a spring breeze, refreshed and refreshed’.



CATTLEYA ORCHID I

2022.12.13 / Graphite & watercolour on pre-mounted rice paper / 50
RM4,000




DENDROBIUM ORCHID I

2022.12.13 / Graphite & watercolour on pre-mounted rice paper / 50
RM4,000




DENDROBIUM ORCHID II

2022.12.22 / Graphite & watercolour on pre-mounted rice paper / 50
RM4,000




ONCIDIUM SPHACELATUM

2022.12.22 / Graphite & watercolour on pre-mounted rice paper / 50 x 50 cm
RM4,000




BULBOPHYLLUM FLABELLUM-VENERIS

2022.12.24 / Graphite & watercolour on pre-mounted rice paper / 50 x 50 cm
RM4,000




DENDROBIUM TAURINUM

2022.12.29 / Graphite & watercolour on pre-mounted rice paper / 50 x 50 cm
RM4,000




CATTLEYA ORCHID II
2023.01.05
Graphite & watercolour on pre-mounted rice paper

65 x 45 cm

RM5,000
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Ch’ng Kiah Kiean
Born in Penang, Malaysia

Academic Qualifications
Chung Ling High School, Penang, Malaysia
B. Sc. Housing, Building & Planning,Universiti Sains Malaysia

B. Architecture, Universiti Sains Malaysia

Solo Exhibitions

Ch’ng Kiah Kiean Solo Art Exhibition, 50 Humanist Space, Penang, Malaysia
My Sketches Diary, Ching Lotus Humanist Space, Penang, Malaysia
Line-line Cerita, Galeri Seni Mutiara, Penang, Malaysia

Line-line Journey, Galeri Seni Mutiara, Penang, Malaysia

Stketching Memories, Art Accent Gallery, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Line-line Journey 11, Arts Cafe, Puli, Taiwan & National Chi Nan University, Puli,
Taiwan

Line-line Journey 111, Hotel Dua, Kaohsiung, Taiwan
Line-line Journey 117, ChinaHouse, Penang, Malaysia

Sketching Penang, The Art Gallery, Penang, Malaysia

Stketches Diary of Penang, Asia-Pacific Art Corridor, National Taipei University, Taiwan

Ch’ng Kiah Kiean's Urban S ketching, Yuan Ze University, Taoyuan, Taiwan

Line-line Journey 17, Nan Kai University of Technology, Nantou, Taiwan
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Ink-Between, Hin Bus Depot, Penang, Malaysia
Ch’ng Kiah Kiean'’s Portugal S ketches, Yuan Ze University, Taoyuan, Taiwan

Line-line Journey 1’1, Certosa e Museo di San Martino, Napoli & Chiesa dell’
Immacolata, Castello Aragonese, Ischia, Italy

Sketching Penang 11, The Art Gallery, Penang, Malaysia

Palm Tree Series, Four Points by Sheraton, Penang, Malaysia

Line-line Journey V11, George Town Wines, Penang, Malaysia

Close Obyjects, Oriental Art & Cultural Center, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Immersed in Green Lake Four Seasons, Green Lake Mansion Gallery, Taipei, Taiwan
Close ook, White House Studio, Nantou, Taiwan

Rumput Rampai, World Buddhist Stamps Gallery, Penang, Malaysia

Orchid Series, Hikayat, Penang, Malaysia

Memberships

Penang Water Colour Society

The Calligraphy Association of Penang
Penang State Art Gallery Committee
Urban Sketchers

Utrban Sketchers Penang
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MES
Hikayat @ Gerakbudaya Bookshop

Gareth Richards

RIS

Studio

KaKi Creation

98-2-11B Prima Tanjung
Jalan Fettes, Tanjung Tokong
11200 Penang, Malaysia

+60 12-494 0426

info@kakicreation.com

www.kakicreation.com

me@kiahkican.com

www.kiahkiean.com
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