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FOREWORD

Dato’ Dr. Tan Chee Khuan / 10.2014

I first met Mr Ch’ng Kiah Kiean more than 1o years ago in 2004,
when both of us took a lift from Mr Khoo Cheang Jin, a fellow
artist, to visit a gallery at Sungai Patani. Both Kiah Kiean and
Cheang Jin are qualified architects who are good in art. I found
Kiah Kiean to be rather shy initially. However, after we got to
know each other better, he took out his drawing and asked me for
my opinion. I told him his artwork was good, and if he continues
his journey in art, he may even have a solo exhibition at my
gallery one day. Well, after so many years, my prediction has
finally come true. I am proud to host his current one-man show
which displays his talent in sketching Penang. This exhibition is
also held in conjunction with the 25th anniversary of the opening
of The Art Gallery, Penang (which started in September 1989).

I next saw him when both of us were appointed as committee
members of Penang State Art Gallery in 2006. As he was already
having his graphic design company, he was requested to do the
design work for our Retrospective Exhibition monographs. In
2008, I was invited to guest curate Lee Joo For’s Retrospective
exhibition as well as edit his monograph. It was my pleasure to
work with Kiah Kiean on the monograph, and I was impressed by
the quality of his design work. Later, when I started my branch
gallery in Kuala Lumpur, I requested him to design all the
catalogues which became classier compared to previously. From
then on, he designed all my subsequent books and monographs.
The latest work was when he did the design work for Marshall
Cavendish, Singapore which published the second edition of my
Eight Pioneers of Malaysian art in September.
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As far as his artworks are concerned, I marvelled at his ‘quirky’
sketching, with his lines dancing all over the paper to create
intricate and delicate drawings of buildings, especially Penang
heritage buildings. It may appear that he intentionally distorts
the architecture of the buildings, but somehow, the final drawing
is harmonised and the buildings become alive and dramatic.
Sometimes, like Chinese ink paintings, he leaves white space all
over, but the white is well placed to balance the black complex of
lines, making the artwork more unique and interesting. Later, he
added watercolour to some of his works which enhance the
aesthetics of his works. With or without colour, I love his
drawings or sketches which are all done plein air, (on the spot,
outdoor).

I was so impressed with his works, that I submitted his drawing of
St George’s Church for Henry Butcher Art Auctioneers auction of
Young Contempo, in 2o012. The painting was readily accepted and
sold well. In March 2014, I submitted another painting to
Masterpiece auction of Malaysian Art, which also accepted it for
auction and sold equally well. Yes, Kiah Kiean has come a long
way since the first time we met, and only time can tell what
direction his marvellous artworks will take him further. Truly, he
is a talented artist who interprets building in a style uniquely his
own.
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Kiah Kiean with Dato’ Dr. Tan Chee Khuan
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HELKES « HEA / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 56 x 76 cm / 2013.05.26
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HELKES « HEA / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 56 x 76 cm / 2013.08.24
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BIELKES « HEA / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 56 x 76 cm / 2013.08.11
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HELKES « HEAK / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 56 x 76 cm / 2013.08.27
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HELKES « HEA / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 56 x 76 cm / 2013.06.02
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S)EEEER SRIMAHAMARIAMMAN TEMPLE, QUEEN STREET

S ¢ #8A / chinese ink on paper / 56 x 76 cm / 2013.12.29
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K# CHINA STREET I

B« #EA / chinese ink on paper / 56 x 76 cm / 2014.09.06
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K# CHINA STREET II

S ¢ #8A / chinese ink on paper / 56 x 76 cm / 2014.09.06
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JALAN KAMPUNG JAWA LAMAI

Yt ¢ #EA / chinese ink on paper / 56 x 76 cm / 2014.04.20
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JALAN KAMPUNG JAWA LAMA II

B ¢ #EA / chinese ink on paper / 56 x 76 cm / 2014.04.20
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BRIELKES « HEA / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2012.08.26
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HELKES « HEA / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2012.09.30
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S ELKES « HEA / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 18.5 x 76 cm / 2012.10.21
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SEYHEL K « fEAS / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2012.12.09
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HELIKES « HEA / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2013.03.10
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THE TEAK PAVILION

HIELKES « HEA / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 18.5 x 76 cm / 2012.11.04
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HEb et PENANG BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION

HBRIHELKES « HEA / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2013.09.22
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St ¢ #8A / chinese ink on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2013.12.21
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S ¢ #8A / chinese ink on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2013.12.22



Sketching Penang / 25

FFHE KUANTAN ROAD

S ¢ #8A / chinese ink on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2014.01.05
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Yt « #EA / chinese ink on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2014.01.05
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St ¢ #8A / chinese ink on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2014.02.04
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B« #EA / chinese ink on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2014.02.23
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SRYTEEIKFS o #8AS / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2014.05.25
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S ¢ #A / chinese ink on paper / 28 x 76 cm x 2 / 2014.03.02
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BEMEs PITT STREET

RIELKES « HEA / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2014.05.10
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CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

HELKES « HEA / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2014.05.18
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274 BANGKOK LANE

HIELKES « HEA / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2014.07.27
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JELUTONG PROMENADE

BRIELKES « HEA / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2014.07.29
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Yt « #EA / chinese ink on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2014.06.01
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LUMUT LANE

S ¢ #8A / chinese ink on paper / 28 x 76 cm / 2014.09.21
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HELKES « HEA / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 38 x 28 cm / 2013.08.23
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? HIELKES « HEA / chinese ink on paper / 38 x 28 cm / 2013.11.24
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444 CHULIA STREET

St ¢ #8A / chinese ink on paper / 38 x 28 cm / 2013.12.29
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BSHENER SRI MAHAMARIAMMAN TEMPLE

Yt « #EA / chinese ink on paper / 38 x 28 cm / 2013.12.29



42/ FAESK

LEBUH HERRIOT

It « #EA / chinese ink on paper / 38 x 28 cm / 2014.07.05
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HBIELKES « HEA / chinese ink & watercolour on paper / 38 x 28 cm / 2014.07.07
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1974 Born in Penang, Malaysia

Academic Qualifications
1994 Chung Ling High School, Penang, Malaysia

1999 B. Sc. Housing, Building & Planning,
Universiti Sains Malaysia

2000 B. Architecture, Universiti Sains Malaysia

Solo Exhibitions

2000 Ch'ng Kiah Kiean Solo Art Exhibition, 50 Humanist Space,
Penang, Malaysia

2002 My Sketches Diary, Ching Lotus Humanist Space, Penang,
Malaysia

2009 Line-line Cerita, Galeri Seni Mutiara, Penang, Malaysia
2011 Line-line Journey, Galeri Seni Mutiara, Penang, Malaysia

2012 Stketching Memories, Art Accent Gallery, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia

2012 Line-line Journey 11, Arts Cafe, Puli, Taiwan &
National Chi Nan University, Puli, Taiwan

2013 Line-line Journey III, HOTEL DUA, Kaohsiung, Taiwan
2013 Line-line Jonrney I, ChinaHouse, Penang, Malaysia
2014 Sketching Penang, The Art Gallery, Penang, Malaysia

Book & Magazine Interviews
2011 FrETA. MR, BEREE SR ZIH. MING BHH JEU .
A H JEL A HRfE S, Apr 2011: 044-045.

2012 Campanario, Gabriel. The Art of Urban Sketching. USA:
Quarry Books. 2012: 222-223, 267.

2012 Rosalind Chua. “Line-line Journey.” Penang Monthly.
Issue 1.12. Penang: Penang Institute. Jan 2012: 24-29.

2012 “Artist’s Impression Ch’ng Kiah Kiean.” DestinAsian.
Jakarta: DestinAsian Media Pte. Ltd. Feb/Mar 2012: 120.

2012 JEHEM EEFRIIRITRESE. dpi vol.160. HAL: AR
BIRZAF] Aug 2012: 32-37.

2013 Gregory, Danny. An llustrated Journey. Ohio: HOW Books.
2013: 134-137.

2014 Thorspecken, Thomas. Urban Sketching The Complete Guide to
Technigues. London: Quarto Publishing plc. 2014: 14, 16-17,
114.

Auctions
2012 The Young Contempo Auction, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
2014 Masterpiece Fine Art Auction, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Memberships

2001- Penang Water Colour Society

2002- The Calligraphy Association of Penang
2006- Penang State Art Gallery Committee
2009- Urban Sketchers

2011- Urban Sketchers Penang

Public Collections

Penang State Art Gallery

Muzium & Galeri Tuanku Fauziah, Universiti Sains Malaysia
Galeri Seni Mutiara, Penang, Malaysia

The Art Gallery, Penang, Malaysia

Art Accent, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Kuo General Hospital, Tainan City, Taiwan

Hotel Dua, Kaohsiung, Taiwan
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Ch’ng Kiah Kiean
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I love my hometown, I recorded her changing faces through my sketches.
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